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Let’s Kill Two Birds With One Stone 
When our nation passed the prohibition amendment to deal with the evils of alcohol, we soon learned that one of many “unintended consequences” was giving organized crime a legal monopoly on a loss cost/high demand commodity without expecting them to pay any taxes.  We had to fix that mistake with another constitutional amendment that told the states to locally regulate that dangerous drug, which has proven to be a far more successful approach.
We ignored that lesson 75 years ago, when, under highly questionable circumstances, we taxed into oblivion not only: (1) the recreational forms of what was then being called marihuana, but also both: (2) all medicinal uses, despite at least 3,500 years of extensive use by humanity, and (3) at least several centuries longer of the many other sustainable uses of the non-smokable part of the plant, now called “industrial hemp”, or “ditch weed” in the 48 states where it grows wild, including the healthiest seed on the planet, the strongest natural fiber (think canvas sails and rigging), and a perfect raw material for cleaner paper and plastics than are now made from trees and oil.  That is when the “decorticator” had been invented, which would do for hemp what the cotton gin had done for cotton, so that Popular Mechanics then called it the “Billion Dollar Cash Crop.”  Today that number would now be a “Trillion” if not much larger.  That is also why Presidents Washington and Jefferson said it should be grown for the strength of our nation, and why the American Farm Bureau said in the ‘90s it was the most promising crop they had considered in a half century.  

We don’t need a constitutional amendment to fix this huge mistake, and this is not a Republican vs. Democrat, conservative-liberal, left-right, or up-down issue.  We certainly don’t need any more embarrassing Jerry Springer style two-party bickering in Congress, or to be waylaid by lobbying efforts from those who profit from the illegal status of the entire plant.  
It is a states' rights-individual rights issue.  And all we need is a simple act of Congress, signed by the President, that at least allows the states choosing to do so to permit American Farmers to sustainably and organically grow both: (a) under 100 plants of medical marijuana in secure greenhouses; and (b) industrial hemp in open fields.  That effort can easily bear a tax to cover the related cost of local and federal law enforcement.

But, if they are really smart, they will also allow states to permit their farmers to grow recreational marijuana in the same secure greenhouses, and regulate all related activity as we do more dangerous drugs like pharmaceuticals and alcohol.  This will not only let marijuana come out of the closets and basements of America, where it is currently wasting 1% of our nation’s power.  An appropriate tax on that activity will take some of the enormous profits from the criminals, and pay for 47 million Americans without health insurance.  

Many wise people, who have made the effort to go past 75 years of superficial propaganda, and fully evaluate the issues surrounding the entire hemp plant, have advocated that it be made entirely legal.  But we do not live in a perfect world.  The pragmatic solution of locally regulating and taxing the entire plant will help farmers, patients and many other Americans, as we provide badly needed funding for our local governments, all while this global depression “Great Recession” continues for at least another 10 years.  
Sincerely,
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